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Montana Masquer patrons are reminded that any gifts they may be able to make 
to the costume and property departments will be gratefully received. Our pro­
duction staff will call for such gifts; names and addresses of those caring to 
contribute clothing or furnishings may be left in the box office in this building. 
If you will telephone 9-2331, Drama Department, we will call for contributions.
COMING
LO AND BEHOLD — Nov. 28 - Dec. 1 — Simpkins Theater — Missoula 
Community Theater
AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISITORS — Dec. 2 — University Theater 
Missoula Civic Symphony Orchestra
ELECTRA, by Jean Giraudoux — a reading performance — Dec. 6 Simpkins 
Theater — directed by Douglas Giebel
CHRISTMAS CONCERT — Dec. 9 — University Theater
University Choral Union
CHRISTMAS CONCERT — Dec. 16 — University Theater
MSU Jubileers - Ballet Theater - MSU Choir
THE SKIN OF OUR TEETH
It is no accident, perhaps, that one of the most successful plays produced 
in post-war Germany was “The Skin of Our Teeth.” A ravaged land seizes 
hope for the future where it finds that hope. And if the defeated could not 
see promise of a better life than the past in Thornton Wilder’s play, they saw 
at least the possibility of a regained well-being, always precarious yet recoverable. 
But that unique welcome given Wilder’s play turns out more and more to be 
a universal acceptance of the play nowadays. “The Skin of Our 1 eeth endures 
because the predicament of the whole world continues unabated. Regardless 
of our politics, one is not absolutely sure, after all, if this earth is not to be 
tipped “off its axis” by nuclear explosions for one reason or another and bring 
upon us all a perpetual cold wave, or some other peril prophesied whimsically 
by Wilder. Not to mention a vast but quick and final war that may leave only 
knots of people on earth, like the Antrobuses, struggling to renew the human 
comedy and once more regain the stage For we are all involved at last quite 
realistically in a fantasy-come-true, and we view the play as at least important 
and vital, if not profound. Or it may be that we all live close to profundities 
now and thus feel the need to laugh at our daily perils and are grateful for 
Wilder’s belief, though scarcely assurance, that we may still go on creating con­
stantly new beginnings. It is not without point, I believe, that this play and this 
vision are an American’s contributions to the world’s life and literature, the New 
World endlessly facing ancient limitations and perhaps leading the Old to ultimate 
survival. But, in any event, just making it.
— Jesse Bier
,55
